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The primer and it’s content

This Primer is primarily developed for Directors of NCPCs. It
can be beneficial to Board members as well as key managers
within the NCPC structure. In this respect, Board members
can better understand and fulfil their strategic role and du-
ties whereas key managers will enhance their business and
management skills and practices. Additionally, this Primer
can be a support for independent assessment of NCPCs.

Concerning the primer’s structure, it is composed of five key
elements and these are: Strategy; Autonomy; Operational
Management; Business and Expertise. Each of the elements
has about a dozen contributing key factors. The key ele-
ments can be considered as desirable attributes for the
NCPCs and provide specific orientations for action in the
area of good organisation, management and governance.
These key elements cannot be regarded as walled and inde-
pendent from each others. On the contrary, they are stron-
gly interrelated, in addition to being embedded within the
frame of external players (see chart above)

In this respect, and to illustrate this interrelation of key ele-
ments, it is said that NCPC’s strategy is determined by its
autonomy as well as by its operational management: a good
mission and vision is sustained by a pragmatic operational
plan. Being autonomous will also enhance NCPC's operatio-
nal management and imply good business performance:
strategic alliances will enhance project acquisition and
networking. Similarly, successful business depends on deep
expertise in RECP as well as a good knowledge management
system: well selected and skilled staff is needed to provide
excellent quality services and training.

It is envisioned that NCPCs periodically review this primer to
identify their strengths and weaknesses and set priorities for
improvement in subsequent years.

This primer developed by sba during 2009 was published by
UNIDO & UNEP under their joint Programme on Resource Ef-
ficient and Cleaner Production (RECP). It is accessible fol-
lowing this link.
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An application of the primer

The primer is served as guidance in the

design of the structure and the develo-

pment of the Viet Nam National Clea-

ner Production Centre (VNCPC) and is

also a tool to improve its operational

management. It enables the VNCPC

Management to identify which servi-

ces can generate income and which

activities can help in strengthening di-

rectly and indirectly bonds with its

clients (e.g. by reviewing of its business

plan). By applying the Primer, the VN-

CPC has identified the following prio-

rity areas:

- Change from project management
to business oriented management

« Develop and implement a marketing
plan

» Foster consultancy attitudes of staff
members

« Ensure the administrative procedure
is client-friendly

« Identify business strategic alliances

In particular, the following should be
done to improve VNCPC business:

« Service development and marketing
(services for domestic clients and in
ternational supported projects)

« Building up capacity of the Centre in
some potential service lines

- Setting up a knowledge manage
ment system and strengthening its
existing CP network
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Economy & Business

Carbon tariffs on imports risk trade war

The European Union (EU) is considering border tariffs on imports
from more polluting countries, but an initial assessment shows such
levies could spark trade wars, draft reports show. Two European Com-
mission reports do not explicitly reject a push for border tariffs by Fran-
ce and ltaly, but say they would be fiendishly complex to calculate,
create a huge administrative burden and risk trade conflict. ‘Border
measures risk clashing with the obligations under the World Trade Orga-
nization (WTO), said one study looking at the cost of increasing EU
curbs on climate-warming emissions. France and Italy are worried
that their industries, which pay for EU permits to emit carbon dioxide,
will lose out to cheaper imports from countries that impose no such
charges. The Commission said it would continue to look at how
imports might be included in the Emissions Trading Scheme, the EU’s
carbon market and its main tool against climate-warming emissions.
‘The introduction of border measures may also trigger retaliatory measu-
res and even hinder international negotiations, added the document,
seen by Reuters. ‘The system could at best only be envisaged for a very
limited number of standardized commodities, such as steel or cement.
Sanjeev Kumar at environmental think-tank E3G said: ‘This is pretty
much the death of the border-tax adjustment discussions in Europe. We've
known for a long time it would put the whole European economy at risk'.

Source: planetark.com 03/05/2010

Les grandes compagnies mondiales s'engagent

Tenant compte d’'un appel a I'action fait par le Secrétaire Général de
I'Organisation des Nations Unies (ONU), Ban Ki-moon, les dirigeants
des plus grandes compagnies mondiales ont promis vendredi d’éle-
ver et d@largir leurs engagements pour répondre aux problemes
environnementaux mondiaux, daprés un communiqué du Pro-
gramme des Nations Unies pour I'Environnement (PNUE). Rassem-
blés pour le quatrieme Sommet annuel Mondial des Entreprises
pour I'Environnement (B4E), les entrepreneurs et les dirigeants
d'entreprises ont rejoint les leaders des gouvernements, des agen-
ces internationales et de la société civile pour élaborer un nouveau
pacte de durabilité qui présente des solutions et des approches
dans de nombreux domaines dont l'efficience énergétique, les stra-
tégies de croissance verte, la conservation de l'eau, et les innova-
tions pour les technologies propres. Le Sommet réunissait un grand
nombre de dirigeants et de cadres de compagnies internationales
dont Clarins, Coca-Cola, Dow Chemical Company, Generation In-
vestment, Hewlett-Packard, Hitachi, LG Electronics, McKinsey & Co,
Puma, Siemens, SIG AG, et le Groupe Virgin. Achim Steiner, Direc-
teur Exécutif du PNUE, a souligné qu'il était nécessaire de mettre en
place un « nouveau paradigme » dans la maniéere dont les leaders et
la société envisagent les questions environnementales.

Source: a-n-e.com 27/04/2010

Qatar food firm to invest in Ghana

Ghana Investment Promotion Center is seeking
investment from Qatar to the tune of 700 mil-
lion $, mainly in food production, real estate and
the energy sector. George Aboagye, a senior
Ghanaian official, said that Qatar’s ambitious
food security programme, led by Hassad Food
Company, could tap vast investment opportuni-
ties in the West African countries. ‘We have a lot
of water and land but we need to build dams to
save wasted water. As Qatar is interested in food
preservation and production, together we can cre-
ate a win-win situation for both through a grain
and iol seeds production’, he said. He added ‘Has-
sad food is an institution with which we should
link up and work together to achieve food security
for all. It is a well-established company and aims to
become an international food distribution agency.

Source: menafn.com 03/05/2010

La BEI préte 78.5 millions € au Mexique

La Banque européenne d'investissement (BEI) a
annoncé l'octroi d'un prét de 78.5 millions
d'euros au lberdrola groupe pour financer la
création d’un parc éolien dans le sud-ouest du
Mexique. Ce parc, dans la région d’Oaxaca, com-
prendra la mise en place de 121 éoliennes d’une
capacité totale de 103 MW, ainsi que la construc-
tion des routes d'accés et l'interconnexion au
réseau. C'est la premiere fois que la BEl accorde
au Mexique un financement qui releve du mé-
canisme pour la viabilité énergétique et la streté
des approvisionnements. Ce mécanisme est un
dispositif pluriannuel de prét, doté de 3 milliards
d'euros, destiné a financer des projets mis en ceu-
vre dans des pays tiers, qui contribuent aux
objectifs de viabilité énergétique et de sécurité
d'approvisionnement en matiere d'énergie.

Source: actu-environnement.com 10/05/2010

Climate policy will create 2.8 Million Jobs

A new macroeconomics analysis shows that if
you want to create jobs and boost the economy,
one of the best things you can do at the mo-
ment is enact strong, smart climate change and
clean energy policy. The Center for Climate Strat-
egies (CCS), building upon analysis they did of
state-level climate plans for the National Gover-
nors Association, analyzed the economic and
environmental impact of legislation in line with
the planned Kerry-Graham-Lieberman frame-
work. Rather than slowing the economy, strong
climate change policy would make household
wealth and jobs grow faster. In total, the US
would create approximately 2.8 million jobs.
The economy as a whole would grow by about
154.7 billion $ by 2020.

Source: cleantechnica.com 28/04/2010
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http://www.actualites-news-environnement.com/23462-dirigeants-compagnies-environnement-durabilite.html
http://www.planetark.com/enviro-news/item/57825
http://www.menafn.com/qn_news_story_s.asp?StoryId=1093328209
http://cleantechnica.com/2010/04/28/smart-strong-climate-policy-will-create-2-8-million-jobs-boost-economy/
http://www.actu-environnement.com/ae/news/bei-eolien-construction-mexique_10199.php4
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Industry & Enterprise

RS Component certifiée ISO 14001

RS Components, premier distributeur de produits électroniques, élec-
tromécaniques et industriels, vient de recevoir la certification ISO
14001 pour son systeme de management de I'environnement par |'or-
ganisme Bristish Standards Institution (BSI). Pour le groupe, il s'agit la
d’une reconnaissance qui vient confirmer ses efforts en matiere de
protection de l'environnement, et démontre sa capacité a maitriser
son impact sur lI'environnement. La norme I1SO 14001 est la plus utili-
sée des normes de la série des normes ISO 14000 qui concernent le
management environnemental. Cette démarche est engagée soit
volontairement par I'entité, soit a la suite de la demande contractuelle
d’un donneur d'ordre ou d’une direction de groupe. Elle présente plu-
sieurs avantages, comme une meilleure maitrise des questions envi-
ronnementales dans son fonctionnement. Elle donne un outil de ges-
tion pour intégrer ces questions dans le management global de
I'entreprise au méme titre que la qualité, la sécurité. Elle oblige a struc-
turer le fonctionnement vis-a-vis de la réglementation, et ainsi donne
une meilleure maitrise financiéere de cette problématique.

Source: a-n-e.com 29/04/2010
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Singapore sand demand damaging Cambodia

Singapore’s thirst for sand to increase land reclamation and construc-
tion is driving an ecologically damaging sand-dredging industry in
Cambodia, according to a report by London-based Global Witness.
The NGO said that Cambodia’s sand-dredging industry threatened
endangered species, fish stocks and local livelihoods, despite the
government’s May 2009 ban on sand-dredging. The report said Sin-
gapore was the world’s largest importer of sand in 2008 and has used
sand imports to increase its landmass by 22% since the 1960s. It said
this development has wreaked havoc on the region’s coastlines, with
Malaysia, Vietnam and Indonesia having all announced bans on sand
dredging for export due to environmental concerns. Global Witness
said it had tracked boats being loaded with sand in Cambodia to
their destinations in Singapore, a regional base for manufacturers
and banks that is expanding its financial center and leisure attrac-
tions onto reclaimed land. The Singapore government said sand im-
ports for reclamation were done on a commercial basis by a govern-
ment entity, with sand concession holders determining the source
locations. ‘We are committed to the protection of the global environ-
ment, and we do not condone the illegal export or smuggling of sand, or
any extraction of sand that is in breach of the source countries’ laws and
rules on environmental protection, Singapore’s Ministry of national
Development said.

Source: planetark.com 12/05/2010
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Shell Not Planning Oil Sands Expansion

In an interview with the Globe and Mail’s edito-
rial board, Marvin Odum, president of Shell Qil
Co, said the company was unlikely to launch a
major expansion of its 60% owned Athabasca
oil sands project because new projects in the
region, which contains the largest crude
reserves outside the Middle East, are too expen-
sive. Shell has nearly completed a 100°000 barrel
per day expansion of the Athabasca project,
which currently produces 155’000 bpd. The
costs of the project was last pegged at 14.3 bil-
lion S, well ahead of the original estimate of
between 10 billion and 12.8 billion $. Rising
costs and falling oil prices forced the delay or
cancellation of about 90 billion $ of oil sands
projects during the recession. However the low-
er number of projects freed up skilled labor and
improved productivity, lowering construction
costs.

Source: planetark.com 30/04/2010

L'éco-label européen durable?

Censé garantir I'excellence environnementale du
produit sur lequel il est apposé, I'éco-label euro-
péen a pourtant été accordé en 2006 a deux
marques de papier produit par la société in-
donésienne Pindo Deli, loin de gérer ses foréts de
maniére durable. C'est ce quaffirme 'ONG euro-
péenne Fern, spécialiste des questions forestiéres,
dans un rapport publié vendredi 9 avril, et relayé
par le Bureau européen de l'environnement (BEE).
Selon I'ONG, plusieurs opérations forestieres
réalisées dans l'lle indonésienne de Sumatra par
des sous-traitants de Pindo Deli ont de ‘sérieux
impacts sur les foréts, les populations indigénes et
les communautés locales’ Certaines de ces opéra-
tions seraient méme illégales. Fern rappelle que
Pindo Deli appartient au groupe Asia Pulp and
Paper (APP), ‘'une des compagnies papetieres les
plus controversées au monde'

Source: actu-environnement.com 27/04/2010

Lufthansa to use biofuel by 2012

Lufthansa is set to become one of the world’s first
airlines to mix biofuel with traditional kerosene
on commercial flights as carriers seek ways to cut
soaring fuel costs, its chief executive said. Aircraft
account for an estimated 2 to 4% of global CO,
emissions and experts say global aviation emis-
sions could reach 2.4 billion tonnesin 2050, which
would be 15 to 20% of all CO, permitted under a
global agreement and a nearly four-fold increase
on current levels. Lufthansa rival KLM last year
became the first airline to test biofuel in a passen-
ger airplane, filling one of four engines on a
Boeing 747 with biofuel for a 1.5 hour test flight.

Sources: planetark.com 10/05/2010
14



http://www.actu-environnement.com/ae/news/ecolabel-europeen-pindo-deli-rapport-fern-papier-graphique-copier-indonesie-sumatra_10116.php4
http://www.actualites-news-environnement.com/23472-RS-certifiee-ISO-14001.html
http://www.planetark.com/enviro-news/item/57793
http://www.planetark.com/enviro-news/item/57973
http://www.planetark.com/enviro-news/item/57934
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Cleaner Production

43% du cuivre en Europe est issu du recyclage

Selon le dernier rapport de I'International Copper Study Group
(ICSG), I'Europe (y compris la Russie) est‘la seule région du monde ou
I'utilisation de cuivre recyclé a progressé en 2008 43% du cuivre uti-
lisé dans le vieux continent provenait du recyclage en 2008 contre
41.3% en 2007, soit 2.5 millions de tonnes de cuivre recyclé utili-
sées. Au sein des 27 pays de I'Union Européenne, cette part est pas-
sée de 38% en 2007 a 40% en 2008, estime I'ICSG. En revanche, au
niveau mondial, I'utilisation du cuivre recyclé a chuté de 2.6% en
2008 par rapport a 2007. La progression de I'utilisation du cuivre
recyclé atteint 20% sur cinq ans, précise le rapport. La baisse de la
production de produits semi-finis dans la plupart des pays produc-
teurs (Etats-Unis, Japon, Allemagne, Italie, Taiwan, etc.), la chute
des cours de la matiere premiére et la récession économique ont
contribué a limiter les besoins de refonte directe sur site. Par contre,
la production de cuivre secondaire (issu de la collecte de produits
en fin de vie) a poursuivi sa progression : + 3% par rapport a 2007,
soit une augmentation de 49% depuis 2002. Parmi les plus gros
pays utilisateurs de cuivre recyclé en 2008 figurent la Chine, avec
2.4 millions de tonnes (38% de son utilisation totale), les Etats-Unis
avec 950’000 tonnes, et le Japon avec 790°000 tonnes.

Source: actu-environnement.com 11/05/2010

Green building in Iran: the windcatchers of Yadz

The need for ecologically efficient housing and offices is becoming
more urgent as the cost of heating and cooling skyrockets and water
becomes ever more scarce. But environmentally-conscious buildings
have been around much longer than the modern environmental cri-
sis. Outdating gas-guzzling air con units by generations, bagdirs — or
windcatchers — have been cooling down the people of Yadz since the
19th Century. These towers spike the skyline of the Iranian desert city
like antiquated skyscrapers. In the current edition of Green Building
Magazine, Sue Roaf explains how the stone structures channel wind
down into a shaft which in turn cools or heats the rooms below, al-
lowing them to remain comfortable all year with zero carbon impact.
As well as using smart technology, the windcatchers of Yadz's suc-
cess depends on effort from the building’s inhabitants too. People
can reduce their energy use by what Roaf calls occupant behaviour
strategies, for instance, moving to warmer or cooler rooms. In the
summer, when temperatures soar to over 40 °C, this means using the
ground floor in morning and evening, whilst escaping to the roof at
night, or watering floors, wearing lighter or warmer clothes, etc. But
the bagdirs of Yadz do have their dark side. Though partly funded by
the silk trade, most of the windcatchers owe their existence to local
merchants who made their fortunes from the British opium trade to
China during the Opium Wars.

Source: greenprophet.com 03/05/2010
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China pushes green technology

China is leading a push by Asia-Pacific nations
into green technology, which could be their tic-
ket to sustained growth and reduced reliance
on Western markets, the United Nations said.
Environmentally friendly industries could provi-
de export-dependent regional economies with
new sources of growth to help make up for wea-
kened demand in crisis-hit United States and
Europe. The UN praised efforts by China and
South Korea for their ‘significant initiatives’ to
promote green technology as well as shift
domestic consumption and production patterns
to a more ‘environmentally sustainable path'.

Source: ecofriendlypack.com 06/05/2010

Interdiction de 'utilisation du cyanure

Les multiples épisodes de pollution au cyanure
ont conduit les députés a demander a la Com-
mission Européenne d'interdire I'utilisation des
technologies a base de cyanure dans l'industrie
miniére avant fin 2011. En janvier 2000,
plus de 100000 m* d'eau polluée au cyanure
s'échappaient d'une mine d'or en Roumanie, et
polluaient les rivieres et fleuves environnants.
L'eau potable a été durablement empoisonnée
en Roumanie, Hongrie, Serbie et Bulgarie. Aux
quatre coins du monde, des accidents de ce
type se produisent régulierement. Lutilisation
du cyanure dans les mines d'or est la technique
d'extraction la plus efficace aujourd’hui. Elle est
déja interdite dans certains pays européens mais
c'est au niveau européen que les députés souhai-
tent que linterdiction sapplique. Lindustrie
européenne d'extraction dor représente 1% de
la production mondiale.

Source: actu-environnement.com 06/05/2010

Cementing greener construction

Calix, based in Sydney, filed a patent on a process
to produce green cement through the rapid calci-
nation of calcium magnesium carbonate parti-
cles, known as dolomite. The use of superheated
steam results in an energy-efficient method to
manufacture cement, the fuel and electricity
used during the process generates only 14 kg of
CO, for every tonne of concrete ultimately pro-
duced, the company claims. The process does,
however, release a pure stream of CO,, but this
can be captured and compressed for geological
storage. What is more, this cement absorbs 21 kg
of CO, per tonne of material as it hardens into
concrete of the desired shape. The net result is
that for every tonne of concrete produced, the
material removes 7 kilograms of CO, from the at-
mosphere.

Source: newscientist.com 11/05/2010



http://www.greenprophet.com/2010/05/03/20593/green-building-iran-windcatchers-of-yadz/
http://www.actu-environnement.com/ae/news/rapport-ICSG-cuivre-recyclage-2008-10214.php4
http://www.actu-environnement.com/ae/news/pollution-cyanure-mine-or_10176.php4
http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn18885-green-machine-cementing-greener-construction.html
http://ecofriendlypack.com/eco-friendly/china-pushes-green-technology/
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New Technologies

Another nanostep forward for low cost solar power

The nanotech company Shrink Nanotechnologies, Inc. has just
announced that it has formed a subsidiary, Shrink Solar LLC, in order to
market a solar film that could be used to retrofit windows and other
elements of existing buildings to function as mini solar power stations.
The technology can also be applied to conventional silicon crystal so-
lar panels to boost efficiency. nstead of relying on mirrors or other
conventional concentrating solar technology, Shrink Solar uses nano-
crystals to soak up parts of the light spectrum that conventional silicon
crystal solar panels don't absorb. According to the company’s website,
the founder of Shrink NanoTechnologies, Dr. Michelle Khine, used
Shrinky Dinks for the diagnostic chip at the heart of Shrink Nanotech-
nologies. She printed a channel design onto virgin Shrinky Dink mate-
rial, and when it shrank, the ink particles pulled together to form rid-
ges. These ridges created actual channels on a nanoscale. After the
material cooled, Khine used it as a mold. She layered a flexible polymer
onto it, which copied the channels. The bottom line: no need for ex-
pensive high tech equipment when you can pick up a starter kit of
Shrinky Dinks and a decent toaster oven for 29.95 $. Shrink Solar LLC
was formed to improve and commercialize the process for the solar
energy market.

Source: cleantechnica.com 29/04/2010

Novaled dévoile des OLED sur substrats en métal

Novaled présente des OLED (diodes électro- luminescentes organi-
ques) sur substrats en métal qui combinent a la fois esthétique et d'in-
téressantes propriétés physique comme une durée de vie pouvant
atteindre jusqu'a 20’000 heures. Les substrats en métal comme l'acier
ou l'aluminium possedent d’excellentes propriétés, une bonne flexibi-
lité et une grande solidité, pour une manipulation aisée. Les OLED sur
métal peuvent étre utilisées pour des applications avec clipping
magnétique ou avec assemblage par soudage, percage et méthodes
similaires. Les OLED sont des semi-conducteurs composés de fines
couches organiques de quelques nanometres d’épaisseur seulement.
Elles émettent de la lumiére diffuse pour former une source lumineuse
de surface. Cette technologie représente une méthode entierement
nouvelle pour les professionnels qui travaillent avec la lumiére : archi-
tectes, designers, intégrateurs de systémes, planificateurs et fabricants
de luminaires. Par ailleurs, les LED organiques auront un impact positif
important sur la durabilité en raison de leur efficacité énergétique, de
leurs matériaux écologiques et des prescriptions d'emballage moins
contraignantes.

Source: enerzine.com 03/05/2010
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New technology bio-degradable plastic

Topsoe, a Danish research company, has devel-
oped a process in cooperation with Technical
University of Denmark, making it possible to con-
vert carbohydrates from biomass to lactic acid
using a catalyst. This is the first time the process
takes place over a catalyst, previously, biomass
has been converted to lactic acid using fermenta-
tion. As the process may now take place using an
inorganic catalyst, it will be possible to produce
lactic acid using new and more cost-efficient pro-
cesses. Lactic acid products may be used for the
production of biodegradable plastic and sol-
vents. In the long term these may replace a large
part of the chemical products which are pro-
duced from fossil resources today. Claus Hviid
Christensen, Vice President at Topsoe says: “In the
future, biomass will be the primary building block
for the chemical industry. So we are already well on
the way towards the technology of the future.”

Source: environmental-expert.com 13/05/2010

Sanwa invente le papier réinscriptible

Lentreprise japonaise Sanwa a mis au point une
imprimante qui utilise des feuilles en plastique
effacables et ré-imprimables jusqu’a 1000 fois.
Affublé du sobriquet fort romantique de SRP
3100, cette imprimante est pour l'instant hors de
prix : 5’517 $ pour I'imprimante et 3300 dollars
pour 1'000 feuilles plastiques. Malgré son prix, la
SRP 3100 de Sanwa est particulierement intéres-
sante dans la mesure ou l'empreinte environne-
mentale d’'une impression traditionnelle provient
surtout de la fabrication du papier.

Source: greenit.fr 03/05/2010

Power tile to be approved for roofs

SRS Energy’s unique thinfilm solar tile, the Solé
Power Tile has just passed a key milestone. The
firm has obtained an ETL listing report certifying
the Solé Power Tile has passed the testing associ-
ated with the Underwriters Laboratory (UL) UL
1703 standard. Passing this is the prerequisite for
any solar photovoltaics to be approved by the
State of California as eligible for CSI rebates from
utilities. The second step is factory inspection.
The firm also needs to continue to solve major
durability questions like long-term fire resistance,
shape-changing in the summer heat, de-lamina-
tion, discoloration and brittleness from UV radia-
tion, and long-term fire resistance. SRS Energy is
partnering with California-based US Tile, the larg-
est clay tile company in the US, to produce match-
ing blue tiles so the entire roof can have a consis-
tentlook, while only the tiles that need to produce
power will be solar Solé Power tiles.

Source: cleantechnica.com 04/05/2010



http://www.enerzine.com/603/9627+novaled-devoile-des-oled-sur-substrats-en-metal+.html
http://www.greenit.fr/article/materiel/sanwa-invente-le-papier-reinscriptible
http://cleantechnica.com/2010/04/29/shrinky-dinks-sparks-another-giant-nanostep-forward-for-low-cost-solar-power/
http://cleantechnica.com/2010/05/04/sole-power-tile-to-be-cec-approved-for-california-roofs/
http://www.environmental-expert.com/resultEachPressRelease.aspx?cid=23745&codi=169063&lr=1
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Italian greenhouse will produce food & solar power

In what appears to be a match made in solar heaven, the renewable
energy company Solar ReFeel has partnered with solar industry lead-
er Solyndra to test a greenhouse that produces both food and elec-
tricity with a photovoltaic system integrated within the structure of
the building. The test is being conducted at a facility owned by a
nonprofit company run by the Chamber of Commerce, Industry,
Handicraft and Agriculture of Savona, Italy. The greenhouse project
will test how well crops grow in a greenhouse outfitted with Solyn-
dra’s photovoltaic systems, which are cylindrical in contrast to the
flat panels or films used in many other systems. The cylindrical
design enables more light to pass through into the greenhouse, with
the expectation that crops would grow more efficiently than they
otherwise could. It's another interesting twist in the ever-expanding
field of building integrated solar, which is rapidly turning buildings
into mini power generating stations. It also dovetails with the devel-
opment of solar-powered sensor systems than enable greenhouses
to function more efficiently.

Source: 02/05/2010

*

Le Plan Solaire Méditerranéen prend forme

Dans le cadre de la Présidence espagnole de I'Union Européenne,
Valencia accueille les 11 et 12 mai la Conférence de haut niveau sur
le Plan Solaire Méditerranéen (PSM) qui rassemble les Ministres et les
représentants des 43 pays qui constituent I'Union pour la Méditerra-
née. Cette conférence est I'occasion pour les pays d'étudier la feuille
de route préparée par la Facilité euro-méditerranéenne d'investisse-
ment et de partenariat (FEMIP), branche de la Banque européenne
d’'investissement regroupant I'ensemble des instruments d'interven-
tion en faveur des pays méditerranéens. Une puissance de 20 GW
d’énergie renouvelable d'ici a 2020 pourrait étre développée sur le
pourtour méditerranéen comme cela est prévu par le PSM. Mais sur
les 10 GW de projets proposés, peu sont préts a étre mis en ceuvre
pour l'instant. A 'occasion de cette conférence, le WWF et la Fonda-
tion Heinrich Boll ont lancé un guide sur les étapes devant conduire
au développement des énergies propres en Méditerranée. Les asso-
ciations ont imaginé un pays méditerranéen virtuel baptisé He-
liosthana qui d'ici a 2020 s'oriente vers une transition énergétique
durable et respectueuse de la planéte et de ses habitants. La pro-
chaine réunion des pays de I'Union pour la Méditerranée est d'ores et
déja prévue les 6 et 7 juin prochains a Barcelone.

Source: 12/05/2010

Solar can give 22% world’s power by 2050

Solar power can provide up to a quarter of the
world’s electricity by 2050, according to the
International Energy Agency (IEA), but it needs
government lifelines in the next decade until it
can compete with conventional power. Solar
power currently accounts for 0.5% of world sup-
ply, but the IEA said this needed to grow in order
to cut greenhouse gas emissions and dependen-
ce on fossil fuels. The IEA estimates that solar
power output in 2010 will be 37 TWh, almost all
of it from photovoltaic plants, which it expects
to account for 5% of global electricity by 2030.

Source: 12/05/2010

Exploiter I'’énergie des volcans

Le gouvernement indonésien a récemment an-
noncé son intention de développer une nou-
velle source d'énergie ‘tres chaude’ sur son terri-
toire. Les dirigeants du pays ont en effet pour
objectif d'installer 4000 MW d’énergie géother-
mique d'ici 2014. Si le plan est validé, I'énergie
renouvelable générée diminuerait la dépen-
dance du pays vis a vis des centrales a charbon,
réduirait ses émissions de gaz a effet de serre et
aiderait a fournir de I'électricité a 35% de la pop-
ulation indonésienne qui en est privée.
LIndonésie semble étre l'endroit idéal pour
développer a grande échelle des projets géo-
thermiques : 17°000 iles de I'archipel englobent
des centaines de volcans. Le principal facteur
limitant le développement de la géothermie est
son co(t de départ relativement élevé. Selon les
analystes, I'implantation de centrales géother-
miques d'une capacité de 4000 MW codltera
environ 12 milliards $.

Source: 03/05/2010

Wind farm reduces bases’reliance on diesel

The world’s southernmost wind farm has been
opened in Antarctica, the first in what could be
a number of renewable energy projects aimed
to lower the frozen continent’s reliance on
diesel for power. The construction of the three-
turbine Ross Island wind farm was a huge chal-
lenge in an environment where the temperature
can fall until -57 °C. The wind farm will supply
about 11% of the power to New Zealand's Scott
Base and the American McMurdo Station, and
will cut diesel consumption by about 463’000 L
per year. If the wind farm proves a success it
could be followed by others, with solar genera-
tion also being evaluated for potential use, said
Scott Bennett, project manager with Meridian
Energy, the state-owned New Zealand power
company which built and runs the turbines.

Source: 03/05/2010


http://www.actu-environnement.com/ae/news/conference-valence-espagne-plan-solaire-mediterranee-10219.php4
http://www.enerzine.com/4/9623+lindonesie-veut-exploiter-lenergie-des-volcans+.html
http://www.planetark.com/enviro-news/item/57818
http://cleantechnica.com/2010/05/02/italian-greenhouse-will-produce-food-and-solar-power-too/#more-9287
http://www.planetark.com/enviro-news/item/57975
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Climate change threatens health by Mediterranean

People in cities around the Mediterranean including Athens, Rome
and Marseilles are likely to suffer most in Europe from ever more
scorching heatwaves this century caused by climate change, scien-
tists said. The number of heatwaves was likely to surge to almost 3
each summer from 2071-2100 in the Mediterranean region from just
one every third year from 1961-1990, it said. Most other parts of Eu-
rope would suffer far less. The number of Mediterranean summer
days with temperatures above 40.6 °C, a threshold in the United
States for public health warnings, would rise to about 16 a year from
1.6 in the same period. Heat-related health problems would be felt
most by people living near the coast or in low-lying river valleys,
according to scientists in Switzerland and the United States writing
in the journal Nature Geoscience about health and heat projections.
‘Some of the most densely populated European regions, such as the
urban areas of Athens, Bucharest, Marseilles, Milan, Rome and Naples,
would experience the severest changes in health indicators, they
wrote.

Source: planetark.com 17/05/2010

Un Tribunal de Justice climatique et environnementale

A l'issue de la conférence de Copenhague en décembre 2009 la Boli-
vie, avait refusé de valider I'’Accord de Copenhague. Dans la foulée, le
président bolivien Evo Morales, avait invité les mouvements sociaux,
les ONG, les gouvernements, les institutions internationales et les
scientifiques a participer a une Conférence mondiale des peuples sur
le changement climatique organisée a Cochabamba. Plusieurs mil-
liers de délégués, issus d’'une centaine de pays et représentant prin-
cipalement les mouvements sociaux, écologistes et de solidarité in-
ternationale, ontrépondu a cetappel ainsi que certains représentants
gouvernementaux (Hugo Chavez, I'équatorien Rafael Correa et le ni-
caraguayen Daniel Ortega). Parmi les propositions formulées, deux
se démarquent sensiblement: la création d’un Tribunal international
de Justice climatique et environnementale afin de juger les pays,
entreprises ou personnes jouant un role dans I'aggravation des chan-
gements climatiques ou portant atteinte a I'environnement. Compa-
rable a la Cour internationale de Justice, il arbitrerait les conflits liés a
I'application des traités environnementaux internationaux; l'organi-
sation d'un référendum mondial qui pourrait étre réalisé le 22 avril
2011 avec l'aide des gouvernements qui le souhaitent ou directe-
ment par des ONG.

Source: actu-environnement.com 23/04/2010
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No climate change agreement this year

Yvo de Boer, the United Nations’ chief negotia-
tor on climate change, says there will not be a
comprehensive pact to fight global warming
this year. The next U.N. climate change confer-
ence will be held in December in Canctin, Mexi-
co. De Boer told reporters at an international
climate meeting in Germany that the Cancun
conference would simply offer a ‘first answer’ on
greenhouse gases but'will not provide an answer
that is good enough’. The best outcome of Can-
cun, de Boer said, would be an agreement on an
‘operational architecture on climate change’, with
an actual treaty being drafted and signed later.
He does expect an international treaty to be fin-
ished by the end of 2012, but even that would
not be ‘the definitive answer.

Source: earthportal.org 04/05/2010

L'acidification des océans progresse

Depuis la révolution industrielle, la moyenne du
pH des eaux de surface océaniques du globe a
décru de 0.1 unité, de 8.2 a 8.1, rendant celles-ci
plus acides. Et plusieurs modeles prévoient une
baisse supplémentaire de 0.2 a 0.3 unités,
indique le Conseil national de la recherche de
’'Académie (américaine) nationale des sciences.
L'acidification affectera les processus biologiques
tels que la photosynthese, l'apport de nutri-
ments, la croissance ou encore la reproduction
des organismes marins. Plusieurs études mon-
trent que l'acidification entraine des baisses de
croissance des coquilles et squelettes
d'organismes marins - récifs coralliens, mol-
lusques comme les huitres ou les moules, ainsi
que plusieurs types de plancton, premier maillon
des chaines alimentaires marines.

Source: actu-environnement.com 23/04/2010

Rediscovered blind fish last of its kind

In 1962 a strange blind fish was captured in a
communal water well in Minas Gerais, Brazil.
Ichthyologists identified it as a new species of
Characiformes, an order that includes tetras and
piranhas, but outside that one lonely specimen,
the fish was never seen again. Now, a team of
researchers from the Federal University of Sao
Paulo have rediscovered the fish, though the
small population may already be doomed to
extinction. The rediscovery has allowed
researchers to gain a better understanding of
the fish, but much remains unknown. Morpho-
logically, Stygichthys is very different from any
species in the group, so much so that we are still
not able to say to which species it is more relat-
ed.

Source: treehugger.com 05/05/2010
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http://www.treehugger.com/files/2010/05/rediscovered-blind-fish-may-be-last-of-its-kind.php
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What happened to the hole in the ozone layer?

Three British scientists shocked the world when they revealed 25
years ago that aerosol chemicals, among other factors, had torn a
hole in the ozone layer over the South Pole. The ozone layer, which
protects life on Earth from damaging solar radiation, became an
overnight sensation. And the hole in the ozone layer became the
poster-child for mankind’s impact on the planet. Today, the ozone
hole, actually a region of thinned ozone, not actually a pure hole,
doesn’t make headlines like it used to. The size of the hole has stabi-
lized, thanks to decades of aerosol-banning legislation. But, scien-
tists warn, some danger still remains. Since the 1989 Montreal Proto-
col banned the use of ozone-depleting chemicals worldwide, the
ozone hole has stopped growing. Additionally, the ozone layer is
blocking more cancer-causing radiation than any time in a decade
because its average thickness has increased, according to a 2006
United Nations report. The bad news: the ozone layer has also
thinned over the North Pole. This thinning is predicted to continue
for the next 15 years due to weather-related phenomena that scien-
tists still cannot fully explain. And, repairing the ozone hole over the
South Pole will take longer than previously expected, and won't fin-
ish until between 2060 and 2075.

Source: enn.com 06/05/2010
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Echec des objectifs 2010 pour la biodiversité

D’apres une nouvelle étude du Programme des Nations Unies pour I'En-
vironnement (PNUE), les dirigeants du monde n'ont pas atteint les
objectifs 2010 qu'ils sétaient fixés lors de la derniére Convention sur la
Biodiversité en 2002. Les dirigeants du monde n'ont pas réussi a attein-
dre les objectifs quils sétaient fixés en 2002 pour réduire le rythme de
disparition de la biodiversité d'ici 2010, et ont a la place constaté un
déclin alarmant des espéces de la faune et de la flore. Compilant plus de
trente indicateurs, des mesures de différents aspects de la biodiversité,
dont des changements des populations d'espéces et le risque d’extinc-
tion, I'étendue des habitats et la composition des communautés, une
étude publiée dans le journal Science n’a trouvé aucune preuve d’une
réduction significative du taux de déclin de la biodiversité, et a montré
au contraire que la pression qui pése sur la biodiversité continue a aug-
menter. Simon Stuart, président de la Commission pour la Survie des
Especes de I'UICN, explique : ‘nous savons désormais que lobjectif 2010
visant a réduire le rythme du déclin de la biodiversité n‘a pas été atteint. On
ne peut plus avoir une attitude «business as usual» sans que cela ait des
conséquences graves pour la vie sur Terre.

Source: a-n-e.com 01/05/2010
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Half of Earth Will Be Uninhabitable by 2300

According to The Telegraph, researchers from
the Universities of New South Wales and Purdue
based their study on a number of worst-case
scenarios produced from climate models, and
what they’'ve concluded it quite troubling: if
mankind fails to curb greenhouse gas emissions,
global temperatures could rise from 10 to 12%
by the year 2300, making much of the world
uninhabitable. The study suggests that conside-
ring long-term consequences of global warming
may be more practical than merely thinking of
the decades to come. So, instead of trying to
dramatically cut today’s CO, emissions, which
they see as unsuccessful, the researchers argue
that developing clean energy technologies is a
more important investment to make.

Source: treehugger.com 05/05/2010

Des cheveux contre la marée noire

A linstar de la technologie développée par la
société Smart Grow (inventeur des “tapis de chev-
eux” pour la pratique du jardinage), I'association
Matteroftrust planche sur |'utilisation de cheveux
pour lutter contre la marée noire dans le golfe du
Mexique. Les membres de l'organisation ont ainsi
contacté les coiffeurs de Chicago, San Francisco
ou New York pour leur demander de conserver
les « coupes » de cheveux de leurs clients. Cette
matiere premiére viendra ensuite garnir des bas
en nylon utilisés comme « barrages absorbants ».
Matteroftrust estime qu’une livre de cheveux (en-
viron 500 grammes) serait capable d’« éponger »
quatre litres de pétrole.

Source: cleantechrepublic.com 10/05/2010

Housing bust worsens sediment problems

Sediment from abandoned construction sites is
polluting waterways and endangering fish and
plant life with silt buildups. Projects that were
left unfinished and abandoned due to the hou-
sing bust or are in litigation are ‘bleeding sedi-
ment into the state’s waters, said Mell Nevils, di-
rector of the Division of Land Resources in North
Carolina. He estimates that 40 halted and aban-
doned projects are polluting waterways in the
state. Such sites, erosion experts say, will lose
about 200 tons of sediment per acre per year,
compared with just 5 to 7 tons per acre per year
for a farm. ‘The housing bubble bursting has just
exacerbated an already really bad situation’, said
Janelle Robbins, staff scientist with the Water-
keeper Alliance, an international coalition of
waterway advocates.

Source: earthportal.org 04/05/2010



http://www.actualites-news-environnement.com/23489-objectifs-2010-biodiversite.html
http://www.cleantechrepublic.com/2010/05/10/cheveux-contre-maree-noire/
http://www.enn.com/pollution/article/41296
http://www.earthportal.org/news/?p=3324
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2010/05/half-the-earth-uninhabitable-in-2300-study-says.php
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Upcoming Events IS

Nano Cement, Steel and Construction Industries Conference, 16-17 May 2009, Cairo, Egypt

Nanotechnology is set on a path to revolutionize the construction sector. Virtually every aspect of the construction
process will be touched by the burgeoning innovations of nano-scale technologies. Already, significant products are
on the market which will greatly propel construction innovation forward, including novel coa tings that lead to more
tensile, self-cleaning, lower maintenance, anti-reflective, fire-retardant and better insulate3d materials. The ecologi-
cal benefits of these new materials for clean construction, and their possibility for enabling intelligent design, poise
nanotechnology to play a significant role in the future of the construction industry and for sustainable development
worldwide.

This essential program highlights how the construction industry can unleash the potential of nanotechnology to
create new opportunities that will strengthen and support the industry, even through fiscally difficult times. The
conference aims to set the agenda for a global nanotech roadmap for the construction industry, that will lead to

increased safety, comfort, and ultimately Green building design.

For more information: nanocon.sabrycorp.com

Séminaire sur la GIRE dans les bassins de
TENSIFT- OUM RBIA- BOU REGREG, 12-13
Mai 2010, Marrakech, Maroc

Les Bassins Versants Hydrauliques du Tensift, de 'Oum
Rbia, et du Bou Regreg qui connaissent un développe-
ment socio économique important, sont confrontés a
des degrés différents a des problémes de déficit de res-
sources en eau, de pollution des nappes, de protection
contre les inondations, et de gaspillage d'eau, etc.

Cette situation est appelée a se compliquer sous l'effet
des aléas climatiques, de la pression démographique, et
des projets de développement. Ces différents bassins
seront confrontés a des défis majeurs qui ont pour nom:
mobilisation et conservation durable de la ressource en
eau, protection contre les inondations, satisfaction de la
demande, sensibilisation des usagers a I'utilisation
rationnelle de l'eau.

Le séminaire qui regroupe des opérateurs, et des usag-
ers de l'eau dans la région vise les objectifs suivants:
aider les participants a actualiser et approfondir les con-
naissances en matiere des réformes du secteur de l'eau
en vue de leur permettre de participer d’'une maniére
efficace a la gestion intégrée des ces ressources; favoris-
er I'implication des divers acteurs concernés et promou-
voir la gestion durable de la ressource en l'eau.

Pour plus d'informations, contactez :

eamdeveloppement@yahoo.fr

Table ronde sur la Mise a Niveau Environne-
mentale, 13 mai 2010, Tunis, Tunisie

‘La mise a niveau environnementale des entreprises amies
de l'environnement dans le Golfe de Tunis' est le théme de
la table ronde, organisée au Centre International des
Technologies de I'Environnement de Tunisie (CITET), par
le ministére de l'environnement et du développement
durable, avec la participation de représentants des en-
treprises et des structures concernées dans le Grand
Tunis. Ces journées, entamées au mois d'avril 2010 a
Zaghouan et ciblant les entreprises industrielles de la
zone de Zriba, ont été couronnées par la signature d’ac-
cords de partenariat pour I'adhésion d'une trentaine
d'entreprises au programme de mise a niveau environ-
nementale.

M. Nadhir Hamada, ministre de I'Environnement et du
développement durable a souligné, a l'ouverture de ce
débat, I'intérét accordé aux questions de la mise a niveau
environnementale des entreprises tunisiennes et a la
garantie de leur adaptation aux normes exigées par les
grands poles économiques. Il a fait remarquer que 133
entreprises tunisiennes ont obtenu la certification de
conformité aux normes environnementales et qu'un
plan est en cours d'exécution pour réaliser 'objectif d'at-
teindre 500 entreprises amies de I'environnement d'ici
2014.

Pour plus d'information: citet.nat.tn

The sbareview is published on a monthly basis.
It compiles and reports recent news and events in
the fields of economy, industry, cleaner production,
new technologies, energy and environment.

The information contained in this newsletter is for
information purposes only: sba does not repre-
sent or endorse the accuracy or reliability of any
advice, opinion, statement or other information
contained in this review.
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sba is an international NGO based in Switzer-
land. It cooperates with enterprises, ministries,
academia and NGOs to encourage eco-efficiecy,
cleaner production and environmental manage-
ment (see www.sba-int.ch).
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